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Algonquin to Carpentersville: 
Smallmouth Bass: ***** 
Flathead Catfish: **** 

South Elgin to St. Charles: 
Walleye: **** 
Flathead Catfish: **** 
Muskie:** 

St. Charles to Batavia: 
Smallmouth Bass: **** 
Walleye:** 

Montgomery to Yorkville: 
Smallmouth Bass: *** 
Flathead Catfish: *** 
Walleye:*** 
Muskie:** 

Yorkville to Silver Springs  SP: 
Smallmouth Bass: *** 
Flathead Catfish: *** 
Walleye:** 
Muskie:*** 

Lower Fox: 
Smallmouth Bass: ** 
Flathead Catfish: ** 
Walleye:** 

Fox River Fishery Fact Sheet  - 2015
The Fox River offers a very diverse sport fishery  with many access 
areas along it’s 115 miles in Illinois.  (see ifishillinois.com). The 
most abundant sportfish populations are found downstream of 
Algonquin Dam where the channel is high gradient and faster 
flowing.  Smallmouth Bass continue to be the most available 
species with several areas offering  some of the best opportunities 
in the State. The river segment downstream of the Algonquin dam 
to Carpentersville continues to top the list with electofishing catch 
of over 250 smallmouth bass per hour and many fish over 14 
inches.   The stretch  from  St. Charles to Batavia  is 
also very productive with over 150 per 
hour.   Smallmouth Bass  can be found in 
most areas of the river but become less 
abundant  in the downstream segments.  
Channel Catfish are  common 
throughout  the river. Fish over 20 
inches are relatively abundant . Hot 
spots include, South Elgin,  St. 
Charles, Oswego, Yorkville and 
Wedron.   Flathead Catfish can also 
found in many areas especially  upstream of 
Carpentersville, St. Charles,  and Elgin.  
Downstream of Montgomery, Yorkville, and 
Mihurst Dams can also be productive. Fish 
up to 40 inches are present but rare .  Fish 
below 28 inches are common.  A new 
regulation in 2015 limits harvest to one fish 
28 inches or larger and two < 28 inches. 
IL DNR stocks 50,000 Walleye per year 
between Montgomery and Silver Springs.  
Catch rates were highest at Montgomery, 
Violet Patch Park, and Oswego with up to 
79/per hour.  Fish 18 inches and larger made 
up 10% of the population.   South Elgin is 
another hotspot for walleye. 

Muskie escape from local lakes and 
are common in some areas like 
Montgomery and Silver Springs  


